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( So termed-) towit, | | 
Concerning the right Ground of Certainty 


therein. Concerning Tenderneſs of Spirit,znd Perſecution. . 
A Query Concerning Separation. Concerning waſhing 
away Sin from the-Conſcience; and the Garment of Salyati- 
on, : and what it is that is covered therewith» 


Likewiſe, . Some Queſtions and Anſwers concerning the 
Church of the Neiy-Covenant, the Rock or Foundation whereon it is 
"built, and its preſervation by and upon the Rock. With ſome Queries: * 
corcerning the ſcattered and hidden eftate of the Churchz"-and concern- 
ing that Church which got up in'the view of the world, inſtead thereof, 
and was acknowledged by the world as if ſhe had beea the true Churchy: 
though indeed and truth ſhe was notſo, 


ipherennto are adatd, | 


Some QUERIES to Profeſſors, who ſj peal 


of high Attainments, &c. 


IST on oor an 


Writes by one, whom i: hath pleaſ-d rhe Lord ( of bis great 'gon«nefs. ard, 
tend: mercy) to cad ovt of the darkneſs, into his marvellous Light; krown. 


among wth by the name of ; | 
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To the Royal Society, ſo termed. 


FRIENDS, ; 
| Have heard that ye are ſeeking after the excillency of Nature and Lear x- 
ing, 1 aws not for diſcouraging any Man in endeavouring after that which 
;s good, w'eful and excellent in 4s kind and place: But it is the advantage 
of every thing, to know and abide inits place, 'aud to bonour and ſerve him 
70m ws all good Gifts and Endowments come. Man hath but a moment in 
this world, and he ts here no more ; and then the ſpirit returneth to God that 
gave it, to give an account of the Talent which he gave its and its improve- 
ment thereof to the Glory of him that gave ut,, and to the ſalvation of 315 own 
ſou!, Now this T alent t4 of n hightr kind than Nature, and will lead high- 
er than Nature, giving 4 wan ts partake of that wiſdom from which Nature 
came; audicach him to order all that ts natural,to its right end: For Ged 
is not an Enemy to Nature, but to the corruption ard diſorder of Nature, {1 
deſire ye might know and partake of the trye-wiſdom, and feel union with God 
in the principle of his own Life, and in the incorruptible and Heavenly ſeed 
of God receive dom imon over the earthly and corinptible, For this end 
fingly, in the love ſpringing np in my heart towards you ( 4 it often doth, 
beck towards particular per/ons aud Societies ; For 1 am a friend to all, and 4 
lover of all, ſincerely deſiriug the grod of all, aud the right guidance of their 
ſouls to happineſs ) kave 1 propoſed theſe things following more particularly to 
your view, though they concern others alſo, that ye thereby might be awake- 
ned to ſearch after that which is moſt excellent in you,” and be acquas» ted with 
the vertne and precious effes thereof, to the full ſatiofatlion and compleat joy 
of your fouls, inthat which alone ts able fully to ſatisfie, and give thru 
ground of durable joy and rejuycing in that which 1 ner of 4 periſhing nature, 
but which was, arid is and will be the ſame for wer, 


From a friend ta the everlaſting Peace of your ſouls, and 8 
deſire of your welfare and proſperity in thisworld, 

ISAAC PENINGTON: 
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Of Certainty, Foy” viabrh ly or _— UD in 


matters 75 of Region... 


wy " f E F g\ iS2 FARE of: Mr ev Gd] in Cons 
efce,; which in his Light, Power and Authority wit- 
 'nefſerh for him, an1 againſt chat which is contrary to 


drawih wingthe? hearts of che ſons of-mzen by:ir. 


rhisWitcnels proceeds thetrus and welt grounded Re'i iPi- | 


onin thre min1cowards God. Far this Witneſs both teſtifiech and 

demonſtrateth, that chere is a GoJ; and{ alſo,inclinech the mind 

defare and leck Yer the right, koowledg apg true worſhip of 
7 REITBN { 

And fuch who ketp to this Witneſs, and wait upon God there- 
in, are taught by irthe ttue*fpiricual worlhp, the true and pure 
fear of the Moſt High; the'Faich whichhe giveth to his Saints, 
the Love which is chaſt and nnfcigned, [rhe Hop which purifrech 
the mind, and Anchors it 'on. the etetndl Rock z the meekneſfe, 
paience, "gentleneſs, humility, &c, . which is not of man's nature 
bur the gife of God, and the Nature. of. the Heavenly Giver, 
And thentor exerciſes of Religion, 42s. praying to the Father, of 
Spirits, hearing the Hewenly voice, reading «a the Spiric, and. wich 
the renewed Underſtanding, Singing,and making melody in the 
heart ( andalſo with the voice) to the Lord, as his life is fer, 
and cheſpiritual bleſſings and treaſure received, all-theſe,and what- 
ever elſes judged neceffary for the ſoul;ate cauphi by this Wicneſs 
of God in the Conſcience, as the Soul groweth up in the Light, 
Spirit, —_ and Holy Power thereof, 


him, 'as he \pleaſeth ro. move pea it, + velit ting and. 


| (3) 

Bac now, when the Lord reacheth to his Witneſs in men, and 
is teaching theirhearts by it 5 then the Enemy, the other Spirit, 
whoſe ſeat is in the other part, keepeth a noiſe there, to overbear 
the voice of, the Witneſs, and to make men take up Relgion in a- 
rother part, whic" is ſhallow, and reacheth not to the depth and 
weight of truch, which isin the Wirtnels of GoJ1, and which the 
Witneſs of God gives to them that come thither, 

Tt us the Enemy ſticreth .up. Reaſonings, Imaginations and 
Conſulrations about God and his Worſhip, wherein he raiſeth up 
the vain ſhallow mind, forging and bringing torth ſomewhac plea- 
fing and ſuitable co the earthly underſtanding, raking up the mind 
therewith, and engaging the heart in ſome ſuch p-aGtiſes there- 
from, as may quiet and ſatisfie that part in men, For the wayes 
that men take upin their reaſonings-and underſtandings, fatisfie 
their reaſonings and ——— z and ſo they walk inthe light 
of the ſparks, and warm-themſelves by tt e fire of their own 
kindling:. Bur all this-anſwers not the Witneſs of God in them, 
nor will be approved by.his. Light intheir own Conſciences,wheg 
ic comes again to be revealed and made manifeſt in them, 

This was the ground of the error both of the Jews ani Gen- 
tiles, FT I = | 

The Gemtzles wereen'ightned by God with his rue lightz what 

.wizht þe known of God ( ſuitable to their. ſtate. and capacity) 
being manifeſted in them, inſomuch as.it is witneſſed concernin g 
chem in the Sctiptures, (which are a true recordand teſtimony 
That they: koew God.. But when they kn:w him, they. alorified 
hini not as. God, but-became vain in their. imaginations, and ſo 
their fooliſh heart was darkned concerning himz and they wor- 
ſhipped him not as theWirneſs taught them he was to be worſhip- 
ped; not according tb the manifeftation of his Light in them, bue 
according to their own fooliſh imaginations and reaſonings, which 
taught p to make Images of him, and fo to-worthip him in 
and through creatu:es, according to their own javentigns, which 
1s not the true woiſhip,. Rom, 1, 21, 22, 23. 

; | vc 9 I 


i 
44%, 


| (6) 
- Solikewiſe the Jowes, not keeping to the manifeſtation of his 
Light within them (rothe Word or Commandment nigh inthe 
mou'h and hearr, to which Xofes direQe@ them-Y' which would 
have taughr and enabled them to havekeprt tothe Lawof theLet:. 
ter without them, they alſo ran intothe Nature and Spiric of the 
Heathen, and fel\ into imaginings and reaſonings, which led chem 
to worſhip like them: Infomuch that they alſo changed their 
glory, into the image of an Oxe that earerh graſs,” Pſal.. 106, 
2 @. C 4 | 4 : EET | 7 
Now from this part in man ariſeth all the uncertainty,” and 
doubts and diſſatisfaQion about Religion, And hence arife the 
Opinions, and Judgments, and Reaſonings in the minds of m 
Yes, indeed the beſt of Mens Religion here, is but an opinioric 
judgmenr, which the breath of God's Spiffit will ſhake and diſſolve 
every whe: e, ſooner orlater, All fleſh is graſs, and all the beau- 
ty of men's Knowledg, Religion and Worſkip here, will wit 
like graſs. All the dings and Thurches that are raifed he 
{how beantiful ſoever ) are bur Babyler, built by man's under- 
ſtanding, by man's knowledg, by man's comprehenfion, by man's 
wiſctom, by man's s$kill, and indeed in man's will and time: And 
their ſtanding, beauty, ſtrengch and glory, is but from ma, and in 
man's day; and will fade away like a Flower, © '/ | 
Bur the true certainty is in the day of God, from the Light of 
his fpiric fhininginro man's ſpirit, from God's inward reaching to 
his heart by his power, andteſtifying bis truth there, And this 
all the powers of darkneſs cannot prevail againſt in it ſelf, no; nar 
-agiinft char man that is kepr coir, For it is the Rock (the only 
Rock) upon which the whole Church is built, and which cannot 
fail tO prelerve every member of the Charch, which is built upon 


ic, | 
Ye then, which would come to certainey-in Relipion, obſerve 
the way, which is made manifeſt from Godin CON day, blef- 
fed be h1s name, which is this: Mind the Witneſs of God inthy 
heart, and cume to, and build uponthe Lightthereot, Dwell noe 
in : 
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£53. 
in reaGonings, take not op thy Religion in reaſonings of the mind , 
buc paſs through them, paſs Ages them into 4 "a Vghe of an high- 

nature, At to know gl, birth which is from God, and the 
hos r_e Fon cothar birth,” What Wipe birth? Is not the 
birth” of, ind from, the ſecond Adam?! Arid whar is the Hea- 
venly birth's lihe 2 2 Is ir not the lighr of the ſecond Adam? Ts ir 
not in nature and kind abovethe liphr of the firft 4daw *' Where 
is the ſeat of reaſonings ? Is. it not the earthly mind, the fallen 
minds Here lies 'man's ſtrengeh, Hereis man's wiſtlom. Here 


is man's life. Ir is ſo indeed, But the wiſdomof Chriſt, tle 


kghcof Chriſt, the life of Chriſt, che power of Chriſt, is a cioſs 
ro this z fiads itin the enmity againſt God, crucifies ir, fliys ir, 
brings it co nothinp , and hethar will become wiſe as to God, 
ſt become a Fool unto all chis, ' a Chits, a Babe, entring the 
zm without this, and muſt there remain naked as to rh' S, 
ag never put it On inore, 
Now aw that have underſt:;nding and _ ſenſe}the dif- 
ference between the Religion which God ts taught us, and led us: 
inco, and che Religions of all men upon he Earch beſides, Oar 
ion ſtands wholly our of that, which all their Religion ſtands 
ir Religion ſtands in the Comprehenſion, ina belief of a 
oro deſcription, Our Rel a ſtands ina Principle, 
che mind, wherein the Spirit of Life app-arerh co, 
inthe Conſcience to and and concerning the things: 
of the k mz where we hear the yoice, and ſee the exprels 
of the inviſible One, and know things not from an-outward 
relation, but from their inward nature, vertue and power, ' Yea,. 
here ( wee pron) we ſo know things, that weare fully fa- 
tisfied about chem, and conld not doubt concerning them, 
though there had never been word or letter writtenof them:: 
though indeed it is alfo agreat comfort and ſweet refreſhment co: 
us, to-read that teſtified of omwardly, which ( hrough,thie' cen- 
»der mercy of our God) weſecel and enjoy inwardly, A in this gut 


| Ons confilts, toric, In the lilence and death of the 


, [1 . 

X \ 

\ J 
4 


fleſh, and in-the quickning and flowing life of the ſpirit. 
For he who is of the new-Birth, of the hew-Creation, ofthe 
ſecond Adam ( the Lord from Heaven) is as really alive to 
God, and as xeall y lives tohim in bis ſpirit, as everhe was 
really dead in treſpaſles and (ins, inthetime'of his alienation 
and eſtrangement from God. On 


Of Tenderneſs of; Spirit, arid Perſeciitioir. 


| He which is born of Gad, he whoisof theLove,and dwells 
in the Love, cannot but be tender. He whois born of the 
earthly Wiſdom,who taketh up and holdeth forth a Religi- 
on there, cannot but perſecute, Why ſo? Becauſe hegam- 
not but judg, that any man may take up Religion as he hath 
done,and ſo by reafonings maycome to acknowledg and take 
up, what he hath taken up and hgldeth forth, orelſe he is 
wilful and ſtubborn, as he judgeth. But now. he that is 
born of God, and hath received his Light,, Knowledg,/Re- 
ligion and way of Worſhip from him; He knoweth'that,no 
man can rightly receive them, but theſame way, *to-wit, 
from God, by the Light which he cauſcth to ſhine; into the 
Heart at his pleaſure, and in the Faith which he gives: *So 
that Gcd's free and powerful ſpirit ito be waited upotr,” fot 
the working of all in his people, and not atiy forced toradt 
beyond or contrary to the Principle of his Life and Light in. 
them. 5" 4 5h A r a, not 1 


A Query concerning Separation. 1 OH 


r * 


- 


2zer. Whether after the Apoſtacy from the Spitir, -Lj 
and Power of the Apoſtles, and they f 


cttingup of, the Ati: 


chriſtian ſtate, Church and Worſhip, thete mult ior of! ne: 
þ ; a \ 53S 1.1 1 I) CG YO emma 
cellity be a ſeparation from all thefe, betore there, can bea 
recoveryof the Lite andPower agatti,and of thetrucCh: 


rerch< 


ſtate, 


1C 


IS 


(9) | 
ſtate, which was brought forth in the daies of the Apoſtles? 
Muſt there not be a perfeft coming out of the corrupt ſtate 
( in the whole nature, ſeveral parts and degrees of it) be- 
fore there can be a reſtoration to and witneſſing of the true 
and pure ſtate? Muſt not the Chriſtians now come out of all 
the Antichriſtian Inventions and Churches, as well as the 
Chriſtians of old came out of all the Heatheniſh worſhips, 
yea out of the Jewiſh worſhip andChurch(which once was of 
God) before they can become an holy building and habita- 
tion to God in the ſpirit? Yea doth not the ſame ſpirit, which 
crycd tothe people of God then, Come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate &c. call and cry now, Come ont of ber, my 
people, out of Babylon, out of the falſe Church, out of all 
the Antichriſtian btildings, which are reared up after the ſe- 
veral forms and wales of mens inventing, but out of the ſpi; 
rit, lifeand power, which alone is able to build up in and 
unto the Lord? And what 1s that which cries out againſt ſe- 
aration, in this day of the Lord's dividing and ſeparating, 
but that ſpirit which would hold back the ſoul, from being 
gathered to the Lord, inthe Chains of darkneſs and in the 
Land of deathand confuſion? >. HW 
 Othat men knew that which divides and ſeparates, and 
which is appointed by God to divide and ſeparate both in- 
wardly and outwardly, and might feel the full work and cf- 
fed of it, even perfect ſeparation from all that is not of God, 
that ſo they might be joyned to him and built up in him, wha, 
is the life, reſt, peace, joy and pure breath of the ſoul for. 
ever! The word of God is quick and powerfu], ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, and what doth it do? Why, it, 


ſeparates between Nation and Nation, between Church and 


Church, between People and People, between Cattel and: 
Catte], between Soul and Soul, yea betweenthe thoughts 
aud intents of the ſame heart, owning and cheriſhing all chat 
isof the pure, and ARA, and deſtroying all that is of 
| the 


(10) | 

the impure. And happy,O for ever happy is he, who can wit- 
- neſs the work of this word perfe &ed in his ſoul. even the 

Axe of the Lord powerfully laid to and having cut downall 
that is corrupt in him, that the pure:plant of God may flou- 
rich and bring forth fruit in him in peace, without Annoy- 

ance or Interruption of the impure. Then the River of 
Life as the Streams of everlaſting Righteoufneis ſhall flow 
into his veſlel, and Jeraſalew become in and to him aquier 
habitation, and nothing be able to hurt or:deſtroy any thing 
of Life in him, who dwells in and abides on the Mountain of 
God's Holineſs. O bleſled is the Race of Travellers, which 
In the pure Light of the everlaſting day are travelling .thi- 
therwards, even with their hearts and faces faithtully bent. 
towards S7or:, whichis the Holy, Spiritual; Heavenly Hill 
of God! And bleſled, O blefled forever, is the Lord God 
of Life and Power, who 1s the Faithful Guider, Leader and 
ConduGer, of all that follow the footſteps of the flock, in 
the way which is Pure, Ttue, Living and Everlaſting. 


Concerning the waſhing away of Sin from the Conſcience, and 
the Garment of Saluation, and what it is that #s covered 
therewith. F” 


There is fomewhat appointed by God to-waſh away Sin, 
which is the Water of Regeneration, the Water of Lite, 
the Spirit's Water, and the Blood of the Lamb, which are 
known, received and felt by Faith in the Light of the Spirit, 
wherein alone his work is wrought» 

Thus:now, upon believing the Soul is waſhed. The Faith 
briogsin or lets in the Water and Blood, which cleanſe and 
purge the Conſcience from the Sin, whioeh before ſtained and 
defiledit: And according to the Faith, fois the Water and 
Blood tet.in, and accordingly is the wafhing, And he that 

1s 


C11) 
1s baptized, hethat is waſhed by the ſpirit, comesout of the 
waterclean, .and watching to the Light wherein he was pu- 

'Tified, witneſleth the powerful word of Life as able to pre- 
ſerve incleanneſs, as it was tocleanfe: | 

But if there be not a watch to,and Faith in and fingle-heart- 

- ed obedience to that which purified and keepeth pure, there 
is that near which will defile, where it is hearkned to and let 

_ "In, thereisthat which will tempt to Juſt and ſin, and ſo draw 
into darkneſs and death again, And if any man (in after- 
wasds. fin defiles again, and the ſtain thereof will lye upon 
the Conſcience, till by Repentance and Faith the Water 

and Blood be let in again, and the cleanſing yer- bs 

'fuefrom it received and reſtored again. 'So if "4 - 

-any Mar fin, there is. an Advocate, an Interceſ- them that fin 

ſor, adiviye Helper, .one who hath the Water Jen nor 

-of Life and the Blood of Life to waſh with. ceived the 

"There is a Forntain ſet open for Sin and for Un- ores of 

 eleatnels, for Judah and Feraſalem to waſh there- * _ | 

"from : Butevery defilement and pollutionſticks, untilit be 
Waſhed off. 87 | 

Now there are linsof feveral kinds. Some are caftily re- 

"mitted andwalhed off, infomuch as thefftainis hardly felt by 

-the'Sou), the tender Mercy and pure Life doth ſo rcadily'and 
naturally flow over them. Some again are long heltd'and 

-bound by the Spirit upon the Conſcience, and often remem- 

-bred to the teart which is apt to backflide: Yea there is in 

-ſome cafes a ſeyere judgment, and along waiting on the Lord 
for'his mercy, and for hjs renewing an citdering of Faith, 

before theWater and Blood which waſheth can be again felt, 

For Faith is not ina Man's power, nor Repentance neither; 

:but they are griven,of God to whom and when he pleaſcth. 

"Andaman thatis in part converted, may giveear tothe E- 
nemy; and let in ſin and death upon his foul : but he cannot 

repent-again preſently,- nor _ again preſcutly, = - 

2 () 


(12) 
God breathes upon him, and revives the work of Faith and 
Repentance in him. ; | | 

' There were Sins under the Old Covenant, and there are 
Sins under the New, or againſt the Law of the New. The 
Sins of the Old Covenant did lie upon him that committed 
them, until they were expiated according to the Law of the 
Old Covenant. And Sins under the New Covenant lie alfo 
upon the Soul and Conſcience, until they be expiated ac- 


cording to the Law of the New Covenant,which is until the 


Advocate interpoſe and plead with the Father, and give 
Faith and Repentance to the Soul, and ſprinkle upon the 
heart and conſcience that Water and Blood which hath ver- 
tue init towaſh. And if it were not for this after-waſhing 
( asI may foſay ) noman eould be ſaved : But though he 
were once waſhed, yet inning again afterwards he would die 
in his fins ( and ſounder Condemnation ) unleſs he were a- 
gain waſhed. O bleſſed be'the name of the Lord for theWa- 
ter and Blood of the Coveyant, and for his continual pour- 
ing —_ out upon the ſouls of his, in the Light that is Eters 
nal! . 
Now as men come to the truth as it is in Jeſus, they will 
find their own apprehenſions about theſe things to have been 
but dreams, wherewith theEnemy hath fed a pleaſed them, 
while he hath Julled them aſleep in the Night of Darkneſs, 
that he might the better ſteal away the true weighty know- 
ledg of the things of the Kingdom from them. Thus men have 
dreamed about Fultification: about Sanctification, about Re- 
generation, about Redemption, about Faith, Hope, Love, 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, Joy &c, And have been miſtaken 
about them, miſling of that Power and Light whereby and 
wherein my are revealed and made necti. Now he that 
will rightly know theſe things, muſt know them in the feel- 
ing and true experience: And therein he ſhall find all theſe 
ate wrought ina myſterious way of pure Life's operation,out 
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of the reach of man's comprehenſion; and that no Man ca 
underſtand them, but as the New and Holy underſtanding is 
givenhims nor retain the ſenſe and knowledg of them, but 
as heabides in the new nature and retains the new under- 
ſtanding. | 

So for the Garment of Salvation; that is Chriſt, the righ- 
teouſneſs of -Chriſt,the Nature of Chriſt, the Spirit of Chriſt. 
This is the holy covering. He that puts on Chriſt, puts on 
this: He that wears Chriſt, wearsthis ; he that appears be- 
fore God inChriſt, appears inthis. And the Soul puts on 
this, as it puts off the other. It is the purified Soul, that only 
puts on him that 1s pure: And as a man iscleanſed from the 
impure, fo only hath he in hima capacity of receiving and 
being cloathed with Chriſt. And this now is the work of the 
true Miniſtry, to wit, to preach the Word, to reveal the 
Word, and bring the Mind to the Word (which changeth it 
and begets the new capacity ) and fo to begin the work of 
Life and reconciliation, wherein and whereby there is ſome 
unclothing of the Old, and ſome clothing with the New: and 
ſo to carry on this work in the Spirit and power of the Fa- 
ther, until it be perfected, And this isa bleſled work, and 
bleſſed is the Miniſtry which 1s called to and entruſted with 
this work, being faithful init : and bleſſed are they that wit- 
neſs the truth of and receive the effect of this Miniſtry, and 
are ſubject toit in the Lord, For through and under this 
Miniſtry,there is a receiving of a perfect oil in ſome meaſure 
at firſt{wherein ſome true union and little acquaintance with. 
the Lord of Lifeis at firſt witneſſed, and ſomEdperation of 
the Light and Power of his Holy Spirit:) Anda grovving up 
in it unto perfeQion,as the Soul is exerciſed by it,and faithful 
to the Lord in the exerciſe, under the daily Crqſs, vvhich 
daily vvorketh againſt and crucifieth in the Heart, Mind, 
Life and Converſation vvhat ever is contrary to God, as it is 
ſingly vvaited for, taken up and ſubjected to. "Ms. 1 

| | B. 3 Some 
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Some Oneſtions and Anſwers concerning the Church of the New- 
Covenant, the Rock or Foundation whereupon it ic built, aol 
its preſervation by and upon the Rock, With fome Queries 
concerning the ſcattered eſtate of the true Church,” and con- 
cerning that Church which got up inits ſtead, and wade a 
great ſhow with her Golden Cup, for the time while the true 
Church was ſcattered, $2 SS 


2.1. Whatis the Church of God under the new Apree- 
ment or Covenant? | 
An. It isa company of Living Stones, quicknedby God, 
and knit together in the unity and fellowſhip of his Spirit, to | 
worſhip God together in his Spirir,and offer up unto him ſpi- 
' Titual Sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, What 
was the Church of the Old Covenant? Was it not thefeed of 
Abraham, the outward Jews, the Children of the Old Cove- 
nant? And whatis the Church ofthe NewCovenant? Is it not 
the ſeed of God, the Jews inward, the Children of the New 
Covenant? 
24,2. How are theſe Stones joyned together ? - 
An. By the Spirit of Life, which begets them all in one 
Nature, and knits them together in that nature. By the 1n- 
ward circumciſion, cutting off that which cauſeth Enmity 
and Diſunion.and ſo fitting them to be made one New Lump 
in Chriſt, By Chriſt's Baptiſm, which is the Baptiſm of Fire 
and of his Spirit, which burns up the Old earthly Nature,and 
ſo Baptizes them into one New Living Body, ſutable and fit- 
ting to their Head, which is the Fountain of Life and diſtri- 
bures Life. through all the Body, according to its capacity, 
need ahdifetvice. | | ci 
- 9x. 3. Upon what is this Church built ? 
An. Upon the Rock or Foundation of God, which God 
bath laid 1n his ſpiritual $792, which Rock is Chriſt, For _ 
Founder 
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Foundation can no manlay, than that which is laid, which is 
Jeſas Chriſt, nor other Rock did the Lordever chuſe for his 
Church tobe built upon : Nor hath any other Rock ſbfficient 
ſtrength to bear up the building, :againſtthe ſtorms and{treſs 
of the powersof darkneſs, which it often meeteth with,even 
every member inits travels:after it is once built on the Rock, 
theGates of Hell preſs hard upon it;but abiding on theRock, 
it feels the ſtrength and preſervation of the Rock. For as. 
they cannot prevail againſt Chriſt, ſo neither can they prevail 
againſt that which is built upon him. But if there be a going 
forth from the ſtrength and preſervation, there isa liableneſs 
tobe made a prey.. And the promiſe is not, abſolutely and 
perpetually to that Perſon or Congregation which-is receiv- 
ed Or let into the truth, but to that Perſon or Church which 
abideth and ccntinueth in the truth untothe end.» The Jews 
were lafe in the Faith and Obedience of their Covenant,and 
the Chriſtians or Chriſtian Churches arenot ſafe, but inthe 
Faith and. Obedience of theirs, For if they walked not hum- 
bly with the Lord and in his Fear, . which keeps the: heart 
from departing from him, and in the Faitty whereby they 
{iand,they were to be cut oft from their Church-ſtate,as well 
as the Jews were from theirs,as theApoltle Paul expretly tells: 
the Church at Koxre, Romy. IT. 21,22, | WIS 

2n. 4. V Vhat was Paul? | | 

An. Ihe Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who Laboured abun- 
dantly, even more abundantly than all theother Apoſtles, 
and hath left more inftrucions, relating tothe Gezrl/es,than 
all the Apoſtles befides; and was tender of them, in ſtanding. 
for and defending their liberty in Chriſt, when Peter a little 
warped and was to be blamed, Gal: 2.11. For indeed man. 
cannot be certain and infallible; further than he kepethto- 
and js exerciſed by the certain and infallible Spirits which he 


 1sſubje@rto be tempted to err from,further than he ſtands up-- 


on the watch 5 and cannot but err from, unlels he feel a con-- 
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tinual preſervation inthe Fear and by thePower of theLord' 
Ant the certainty of truth doth not depend fo much upon the 
perſon from whom it is received, as upon the demonſtration 
and evidence to the. conſcience wherein it 5 received. ' The 
Apoltles were not Lords over the true Chriſtians Faith, but 
helpers of their joy. And Chriſt did not require his Diſciples 
to believe what ever he knew to be true, but prepared their 
capacities,and dropped in according to their capacities. And 
this is the way of thetrue Miniſters,to waitonGodto beget, 
and on him again to Water the begotten Soul, and carry on 
his work in it : to make them know Chriſt their Mafter,from 
whom they are to receive Light, Life, Inſtruction and Di- 
reCtion; and to feel the Head, and be joyned to the Head, 
anc! receive fromthe Head their knowledg,' as well the leaſt 
asthe greateſt, Ebr, 8: W hat is Paxl? What is Apollos? What 
1s Cephas? Were not they carnal that cryed up theſe one above 
another? Yet the younger ought to be ſubjed& to theelder, 
and all to be ſubject onete another in the truth, 1 Pez. 5,5. 

DQnu.5. What was Peter 2 Lo 

An. One of the Dilciples of Chriſt,a preciousStone inthe 
building (Joh. 1. 43.) one of the moſt eminent Apoſtles,even 


| the choſen Miniſter to them of the circumcilton, as Paxl was 


to the Gerrtiles. But he knew that Chriſt was the only Rock or . 
Founcation, as well as Pax/,and that Chrilt alone was ableto_ 
bear the weight of that building,and to defend it againſt the 
Gatcs of Hell; and henever had commiſſion, nor can it be 
proved that ever he preached himſelf the Rock, but he 
preachedChriſt the Foundation-Stone,the Ruck of Ottence, 
the Rock of Defence &c. ſee 1 Pet. 2.4. and v.6,7,8. Andif . 
an Angel from Heaven, . or any Manor Church on Earth, fo 
interpret any Scripture, astv-hold forth any ſuch thing, that 
any elſe beſides Chriſt is the Rock, they plainly (hew that 
they are erred from the truth, and that their interpretation 
is of thcir own private Spirit, and not that publick _ 
whict 
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whichall the Prophets .of God and A poſttes and Truly-Ho® 
ly men were guided by. / | | a: ie: 

24.6. Was the Church alwaies to bea gathered Compa- 
ny? cr was there a poſſibility of their being ſcattered ? | 

An. There was a poſlibility of their being ſcattered, yea 
acertainty,if they grew cotrupt in Doctrine and Pradife,and 
kept not the Faith, Roz. 11. For the Lord God intended a 
pure building, a ſpiritual building, fit to offer the ſpiritual 
Sacrifices, 1 Pet. 2.5. An Holy People, ſeparated from the 
World, 2 Cor, 6. 17. In which he might dwell and walk, 
ver. 16, It therefore any Church depart from the Spirit and 
Life and Power of the Apoſtles, and mix again with the 
Werld, loſing their own proper pale which fenced from the 
World, they ſoon loſe that which maketh them a Church of 
God, and ſo become a Synagoge of Sata. 

Now it is in my heart alſo to propound a few Queries con- 
cerning the ſcattered and hidden eſtate and condition of the 
Church, and concerning that Church which got up in the 
view of the World, and was acknowledged by the World 
inſtead thereof afterwards, T 

Q. 1. Whether the true Church did retain her Miniſtry 
outwardly, and her outward Ordinances, and way of wor- 
ſhip of the outward Court after her ſcattering? or whether 
the falſe Church, which appeared in her room as if ſhe had 
been the true, caught up and appeared in the outwardneſs of 
theſe? The grounds of this Querie are theſe following. -. 

T7. Becauſe upon God's meaſuring of his Temple andWor- 
ſhippers, the outward Court (conſider well what that is, and 


| how far it extends) was left out of God*s meaſure, ſo that he 


intended to reckon it no longer as his.but given by him to the 
Gentile-Chriftianis, ſach as were Chriftians or Jews in Name, 
but Gentiles 1n Spirit and Nature, Rev. 11. "41 
2, Becauſe in the Laſt days, when that ſtrange Generation 
of Chriſtians was to ſpring up, _ ſhould be Lovers of their 
own 
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F oy *+,wn ſelves, covetous, boaſters,proud, blaſphemers,difobedt- 


ent to parenmts,unthankful,unholy,without natural affeCion, 
rruce-breakers, falſe-accuſers, incontinent, fierce,deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, Lovers of 
pleaſures more than Lovers of God : Yet theſe ſhould have a 
form of Godlineſs, but deny the power thereof, 2 T:m4.3.1, 
to6. Now mind. The Temple, wherein was the Power, 
God had removed with the true Worſhippers ; but the out- 
ward Court ( wherein was the appearance or ſome kind of a 
form of Church, Miniſtry and Ordinances ) thoſe had got, 
and were found worſhipping in it,in the midlt of all this great 
wickedneſs and abomination of ſpirit. 

3. Becauſe the Jews (who were the type) while they were 
in captivity in Baby/ozz, could not ſing the Songs of $i9#,nor 
had the Worſhip of the outward Jerxſalezz there. And can 
the ſpiritual Jews, ling the ſpiritual Songs of ſpiritual $79z, 
in myſterie Baby/or? No,there they are but witneſles to that 
Life and Power, which the true Church enjoyed and flouriſh- 
ed with, in her built eſtate. | 

9. 2. Whether this is not an infallible mark,and moſt cer- 
tain demonſtration of the falſe Churchyher fitting upon:many 
Waters, which Waters are Peoples, Multitudes, Nations and 
Tongues? Did not the Spirit of the Lord thus mark her out 
ro John, Rev, 17.15. Did the true Church ever fit upon:ma- 
ny Waters? Wasnot the Church a gathering out of the Na- 
tions, into the Power and Life which the Nations perſecuted? 
But the falſe Church ſits over the Nations with a form of 
Godlinefs, but without the true Power thereof. Then if this 
be a mark that God hath ſet upon her, let every one wait to 
read itaright, that he may know thereby which is ſke, and 
praife the name of the Lord for diſcovering her to:him. 

9. 3. Whether this falſe Church be not rightly called ga- 
Lyon, even an heap of confuſion (in a myſtery Jas to.God's 
eye, though to man's eye her appearance may.be orderly 
and 


(19) 
and decent? And whether ſhe be not juſtly termed by the 
Spirit of the Lord, the Great Whore, both for Jargeneſs in 
bulk,and for the greatneſs of her fornications, having who- 
red from the bed of the Husband,and entred into the bed of 
a Stranger, and having taught and compelled others to ac- 
knowledg and worſhip in ner forms, which thus held forth 
and maintained by her, are not only without, but alſo againſt 
the true Powe1? 

2.4. Whether Antichriſt be not entred into and become 
the head of this falſe Church, and whether he doth not fit 
there ruling init, even as Chriſt was Head of the True, and 
ſate ruling in the True? And whether Antichriſt doth not 
keep his hold of this Church, and poſleſs his ſeat in it, for ma- 
ny Ages and Generations, even from the time he got in after 
the days of the Apoſtles, till the very coming of Chriſt in his 
Power and Brightneſs? 2 Theſ; 2. 

9.5. Whether the greatPlagues, Woes, terribleThunders 
and Cups of God's Indignation,ſpoken ot in the Book of the 
Revelations, are not to be poured, in their ſeveral orders and 
degrees, upon this falſe Church, and upon Antichriſt her be- 
loved Head and King, even till ſhe be {tripped naked, made 
deſolate, and her Fleſh burnt with Fire, and her Head brui- 
ſed and deſtroyed, by Chriſt the true Head and King of tte 
true Church? 

9.6. Whether the people of God, ſuch as feel ſomewhat 
of the Power, and bow to the Lord in Spirit and Truth in 
ſome meaſure, yet theſe, if they mind not his call out of this 
Babylon, and come not fully out of her, but abide in any part 
of her, obſerving any of her wayes or worſhips, till the time 
of God's controverfie with her and judging of her, whether 
they aKoſhall not partake of her Plagues? Kev. 18. 4. 

9. 75, Whether all people have not great reaſon to fear 
betore the Lord, and tolook to their wayes and worſhips leſt 
they be found in any thing _ which is not of him, but 

| 2 con- 
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- Contrary to him, and ſo bring upon their Souls and Bodies 

that wrath and ſore Judgment from God, which they are not 
able to bear? Aev. 14, 9, 10, IT. 

9.8, Whether it was not the great Love and Mercy of 
God, to warn the Churches of theſe things in the Book of 
the Revelations? And whether he can be fate in thefe reſpects, 
who either doth not underſtand or not obſerve the warnings 
given by the Spirit of the Lord thercin? How often is it 
therein ſaid 3 He that hathan ear, let him hear what the Spi- 
rit of God ſaith to the Churches! It is alſo ſaid, Blefled is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this propheſie, 
and keep thoſe things which are written therein: For the 
time ts at hand, He then that readeth not, that hath not an 
ear to hear the words of this Propheſie, how can he keep 
what is written therein? How can he beware of and avoid 
the ſeeming Beauty and Glory of the falfe Church, or ſuffer 
with the Faithful Witneſſes of God in their Teſtimony a- 
gainſt her? And if he do nat thus, but is entangled by the 
falſe Church with her Golden Cup of Fornications (Acv.17. 
4.) he miſſeth of the bleſſing, and ah whatis he to meet with 
inſtead thereof! My heart hath often melted within me,and 
my bowels rowled at the conſideration and deep ſenſe, which 
the Lord hath given me of thele things : and this I ſay there- 
1n, to thoſe that deſire Life and Peace from God, O wait on 
him for the eye which ſees in his Light, for theear which 
hears his Voice, and for the heart which underſtands the 
words and meſſages of his Spirit,. that ye may feel his gather- 
ing.guidance and preſervation out of that,to which his wrath 

is for ever; and againſt which his wrath is to be made more 
manifeſt, and poured out more fully and abundantly, than 
ever it yet was. For the Lord wilt empty his Love and his 
Life into $59, and empty the very dregs and thick mixtures 
of the Cups of his Indignation into the very heart and bow- 


els of Babyloz; and her ſickneſs, miſery, woe, death and 
| deſtructi- 
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-deſtruction will be exceeding dreadfu[ and unutterable.. 
Therefore wait on the Lord in fear and fingleneſs of Spirit, 
crying and mourning to him to diſcover to you the extent 
and limits of this falſe Church, this falſe Building, this build- 
Ing in a form and outward order without the Life and Power 
of theSpiritz and then fly as faſt out of her and from her 
Cand as far) as the Spirit of the Lordleads, even till ye come 
tothe Holy building which is of him,and theHeavenly places 
which are prepared there by him, for every one of his, (ac- 
cording to their growth and ſtature in his Son ) that ye may 
ſit down in him. = 


Some Gucries to Profeſſors, who ſpeak of high attainments anc 
experiences in Religion, and yet dp not witneſs nor can ac- 

 knowleds the truth, as the Lord hath now revealedit ( and 
done great things by it in the Spirits of his People) but look. 
upon it as a poor, mean and low thing. © 


2. 1. Have & known the great and terrible dayof the 
Lord, whercin he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth? And 
have ye known that ſhaken down in you, which muſt be 
ſhaken down and removed as a Cottage, before the everlaſt- 
ing kingdom can be eſtablefhed'in you? ST 

9. 2. Do ye know the Living, Powerful, Eternal Word, 
which is quick and piercing, (harper than, any two-edged 
Sword, dividing between T hought and Thought, Grace and 
Grace ( asI may fo ſpeak) Light and Light, Life and Life, 
Spirit and Spirit, Power and Power &c* Have ye known it 
an Hammer, aFire, an Axe laid to the Root of the corrupt 
Free? anddoye know the corrupt Tree? Root, Branches, 
Leaves and Fruit focut down by it, asto cumber the gronnd 
bomoere?: 70 ol oe op gin =; my | 
2.3. Doye know the Patadice 6f God, and the Tree of 
Lite there? Do ye indeed feed thereon? Have you paſled 
C 3 through 
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through the Flaming Sword ta;the Treeof Life? and js the 
Flaming Sword G which once. fenced, from Life and the 
Power thereof) ſet now to fence up the way tothe Tree of 
Knowledg, that ye may feed no more thereon and dye, but 
tced only on that which is Life and gives Life, and fo live tor 
Ever 2 

2.4, Have yewitneſled the effects of the great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord inyour Spirits? 1s Antichriſt deſtroyed, 
the W hore burnt, Fleſhconſumed, Man ceaſed from, both 
within and without ? Ts the Loftineſs of Man bowed down in 
you,the Mighty removed out of his ſeat,and the Meek, Holy, 
tHumbie feed raiſed up to rule in Righteouſneſs in your 
hearts? Is every high Tower battered down, and every fen- 
ced Wall Jaid flat? areall your imaginations and conceiv- 
ings, and fleſhly apprehendings upon Scriptures, yea every 
pleaſant PiCture and Image of the things in Heaven (formed 
in your minds) brought to an end, and the pure living truth 
of the Father waited for,' received from him,and lived in ? 
Yea is the Lord alone exalted in your Spirits, and all other 
Dominion, Authority, Rule and Lordſ{hipput under? 

2.5. Do ye know the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, 
and the Lord's Houfe built and eſtabliſhed by his own Holy 
Spirit and Power upon his own Holy Mountain? and do ye 
worſhip the Lord alone therein ? Do ye come up to the New- 
Jeruſalem to offer your facritices there according tothe inſti- 
tution of the Goſpel? And do ye worſhip the Lord there on 
his own Day, which he hath ſpiritually. made? Anddo ye 
bear no burthen, kindle no fire, do no work on that his Day ? 
Do ye never warm your ſelves at any fire, or by any ſparks of 
your own kindling? Or are ye yet worſhipping upon ſome 
of the many Mountains and Hills, which the Lord hath not 
formed nor eſtabliſhed, but have been formed and ſet up by 
Man in the Night of Darkneſs, before the everlaſting Light 
of the Day brake forth? | 

| 2.6, Do 
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- -,9.6.. Do ye know the Wilderneſs, through 'which the 
paſlage is from Egypt to Canaan, and have yefaithfully'tra- 
velled inthe leadings of God's Spirit therethrough, and are 
ye entred into the pure reſt thereof? Are ye not under the 
Law, but under Grace? Nat.under the Enemy's power, but 
under the Spirit's power, vut of the ather's reach, fo that the 
wicked one cannot touch you? Have ye gone through the 
exerciſes and tryals of the Wilderneſs? Have ye fed on the 
Manna dropt down from Heaven upon your Spirits therein? 
Have ye arunk of the Water ofthe Rock? Have ye ſeen the-- 
Serpent lifted up, and felt the healing thereby ? Have ye wit- 
netied the Pillar of Cloud by Day, and the Pillar of Fire by 
Night to be your Defence and Leader? And have ye now at 
length received the Kingdom of Life, and fit under the ſha- 
dow of it, drinking Water out of your own Ciſtern, and 
eating under you own Vine and Figtree the Fruits of vhe 
good Land, after the ſhaking of that which was to be ſhaken, 
now being come to and enjoying the Kingdom which cannot 
be ſhaken? Have yereally felt theſe things, or have ye been 
in the Dreams and Imaginingsabout them ? 

2.7. Doye walk inthe Light of the Lord (as the Spiri- 
tual Houſe of Jacob is todo? Have ye received the Spirit 2 
Do yelive inthe Spirit? are ye truly united, fo as to become 
one Spirit with the Lord? Are all the walls of partition bro- 
ken down,and is there nothing now between you, but of two 
are ye made one in that which uniteth ? 

IF it be thus with you, then hold forth the right hand of 
fellowſhip to thoſe whom the Lord hath brought hither, and 
know and acknowledg that whereby the Lord hath-wroughe 
it in them, Bur if ye be not really in the thing it 
ſelf, bur only in the apprehenſions aud conceivings 
about it, ye can never fo be witneſles concerning theſe 
things, nor concerning the truth whereby God works, 
theſe things: and ye will find there is a great gulf be- 
tWcen. 
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Ttyeen;youdnd-us,; which yeccarmby pollibly paſiover,Jilt 
rs with,our Prmtiple and Guids, \and\Faithfdlly: trad 
vel with himan the footſteps of the Flock; 'tthat'ye may tome 
tothe Shepherds Tents (even the Tents which the Shepherd 
Pitcheth, | and which-:no man can pitch?) and may khowthe 
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